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Developments on the

mechanisms

DEFINITION OF VICTIM

Victim is the person against whom an

illegal and liable action took place.

A victim has the right to participate as
litigant party in criminal proceedings, by
submitting penal action and appointing an

attorney.

In any case, the victim - as a witness - has
the obligation to appear to court or other

judicial authorities.

Family members (parents, husbands,
brothers/sisters and adolescent children)
can submit a penal action as victims, when
the victim is respectively their child,
husband, brother/sister or parent, in case

this family member is deceased.

In Greek legislation the accused has
priority over the victims as s/he is
considered to be “the sacred’ person in

criminal proceedings.

A victim of an illegal and liable action, if
s/he decides to file only civil action

(lawsuit) is considered as plaintiff.

VICTIM SUPPORT

There is a lack of resources for generic
support for victims of crime at national
level. Despite a legal framework
establishing rights for all victims in
criminal proceedings, there is no generic

victim support organisation in Greece.

There are support services offered for
certain types of victims, such as victims of
trafficking, victims of domestic
violence/abuse and minor victims of sexual

abuse/trafficking/pornography.

For women victims of domestic abuse and
trafficking: the General Secretariat of
Gender Equality is a referral mechanism
and also provides a hotline,
accommodation and psychological support
in collaboration with the Municipality and

the National Centre for Social Solidarity.

The National Centre for Social Solidarity, a
state organisation, provides information to
victims of trafficking and domestic abuse
regarding their role in  criminal
proceedings and so do the NGOs who
provide legal aid to specific groups. These
bodies may also refer victims to other
support services who provide psychosocial

or emotional support, or shelter.



The limited range of support services leave
out a considerable number of victims

without access to victim support services.

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

Greek criminal law order acknowledges
restorative justice system in two particular
categories of crimes:

a) In cases of domestic violence regarding
misdemeanours;

b) In cases of certain economic felonies

(usury, embezzlement, fraud).

There are no guarantees, in both cases,
that the victim gives free consent and
there are no provisions for this matter, as
there are no provisions aiming at avoiding
secondary victimization or other

consequences.

VICTIMS RESIDENT IN ANOTHER MEMBER
STATE

Statements from abroad are taken with
the mediation of Greek embassies or
Consulates.
Victims are  provided with free
interpretation during all criminal
proceedings, according to the Code of
Criminal Procedure.

Interpreters appointed by the Police are:

— from its own staff members;

— from the catalogue drawn up by the
judicial councils;

— NGO “Metadrasi”; or

— a pool of volunteers that provide these
services especially for vulnerable
victims, like victims of human

trafficking.

In all criminal proceedings interpretation

is free of charge.

If the language spoken by the victim is
very rare and/or an interpreter is not easy
to be found, then the Police or judicial
authorities can also refer to the victim’s
Embassy. These services are provided upon
request or when the necessity of
interpretation is obvious to the police or
judicial authority due to lack of

communication.

The interpretation services are oral. If the
victim wishes to translate documents, s/he
will have to: a) either address to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs or to a qualified
person for an official translation and cover
the expenses on his/her own or b) address
to any person who can practically translate
(these documents could not be used

officially in proceedings).

INDIVIDUAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND
VULNERABLE GROUPS



There is no procedure established
concerning an individual needs assessment
of a victim in order to identify and apply
personalized measures.

In what refers to the implementation of
the individual needs assessment as it is
stated in the Victims’ Directive, it was
shared that it is unknown how the
government will proceed about the
contents and the implementation of the
individual needs assessment. Regardless,
training on individual needs assessment

was indicated as essential for this purpose.

There is, however, an individual
assessment regarding victims of trafficking
and domestic violence and minor victims
of sexual abuse, in order to provide them
legal aid, medical care, psychological
support or shelter, according to each
victim’s needs and the harm suffered. This
protection though relates only to support

services and not to criminal proceedings.

Police examines all victims of trafficking
and minor victims of sexual abuse
accompanied by a psychologist in more
than one session. The Prosecutor can
discontinue prosecution for rape if the
victim claims that a trial could cause

him/her serious emotional trauma.

Victims of sexual abuse have the right to
ask the court to hold the hearing “in

camera” (but the accused remains in the

room). A trial can be also held behind
closed doors for the protection of family or
private life of the parties (the accused or
the victim’s) if at least one the parties

submit such demand.

Victims of trafficking (including minors)
and minors under the age of 18 are
accompanied by a psychologist or
psychiatrist during their testimony which is
given before the inquisitor only, in a
special room and without delays. If
possible, this testimony can also be

recorded in video and projected in court.

About victims of domestic violence, the
inquisitor, the judicial council or the court
may impose restraining orders to the

accused in order to protect the victim.

TRAINING OF PRACTITIONERS

Seminars concerning the protection of
victims of trafficking and victims of
domestic violence are occasionally
organised, by the Ministry for Citizen’s
Protection and Public Order but the
number of them is very limited. Trafficking
and domestic violence have been also
added to the curriculum of the Police

Academy.

Seminars at the National School of Judges
concerning the protection of victim of

trafficking, child abuse and domestic



violence are occasionally organised by the
Ministry of Justice, Transparency and

Human Rights.

The General Secretariat of Gender Equality
has organised some educational seminars
on domestic violence along with the
National Centre of Public Administration.
These seminars were addressed to police
officers, nurses and other public servants.
The General Secretariat of Gender Equality
staff working for the hotline is under
constant training by the Department of

Psychology-University of Thessaloniki.

With the exception of the staff from the
hotline, there is not a systematic training
but rather occasional and sporadic

seminars or educational meetings.

State seems to pay little attention on this
issue. As a result, in several cases,
practitioners might not be following or are
unaware of international developments
and tendencies or even national

particularities that affect victims’ rights.

COOPERATION AND COORDINATION OF
SERVICES

There isn’t a framework for exchanging
data for the protection of victims in
general. It must be highlighted that

judicial authorities do not have a data

base or statistics concerning victims (or
offenders). Only Police keeps statistics.

Furthermore, there is no framework for
the coordination or cooperation of existing
support services. NGOs providing victim
support services and the National Centre
for Social Solidarity may cooperate,
exchange data or refer victims but this is

done rather informally.

The sharing of good practices and
experiences at the international level,
participating in conferences, seminars,
trainings, workshops and organizing an
annual conference where experts on
victims’ rights discuss different themes
and the participation in European projects
were indicated as practical strategies for
promoting cooperation with other Member
States

The information contained in this Factsheet
was retrieved from interviews conducted under
Project IVOR with experts and from the
National Report of Project Protecting Victims’
Rights in the EU: the theory and practice of
diversity of treatment during the criminal trial
(available at
http://www.victimsprotection.eu/)

More information at www.apav.pt/ivor
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