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DEFINITION OF VICTIM 

 

In Slovakia, there is no combined 

definition of the victim of criminal act, 

valid within the entire legal order. For 

the purpose of criminal procedures the 

term “aggrieved party” is used to 

define a victim (Code of Criminal 

Procedure in accordance with the FD, 

Article 1a). Family members of the 

aggrieved party are not considered 

aggrieved parties, only in the case 

where his/her rights may be exercised 

by family members that are considered 

to be his/her representatives (minor 

age, deprivation of legal capacity or 

limited legal capacity). 

 

VICTIM SUPPORT 

 

The protection of crime victims in 

Slovakia falls in the competence of the 

Ministry of Interior, the Police and the 

Public Prosecution Service, the Ministry 

of Justice, the Ministry of Labour, 

Social and Family Care and the Ministry 

of Health Care and other governmental 

organizations.  

There are over 70 NGOs that provide 

support to victims and persons exposed 

to danger including legal assistance, 

psychological and material aid. 

Special support is guaranteed for 

victims of trafficking, for abused 

women and children, including 

sheltering and financial support by 

NGOs. 

The victim can be reimbursed for costs 

in case he/she attends the proceedings 

after being summoned by the Court or 

the law enforcement party being 

considered a witness.  

The Constitution of Slovakia does not 

expressly mention any specific victim 

rights. However, crime victims’ rights 

are subject to 15 international treaties 

and conventions compulsory for 

Slovakia:  “Slovak Republic recognizes 

and observes general rules of 

international law, international 

treaties by which it is bound and its 

other international commitments.”  

 

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 

 

In Slovakia, mediation takes the form of 

a reconciliation procedure, suspending 

or putting an end to further criminal 

proceedings. 

Before the hearing, the accused person 

and the aggrieved party are given 



 
 
instruction on their rights and 

substance of conciliation. 

The aggrieved party has the right to 

make specific proposals aimed to 

conciliation or agreement on 

compensation of damage caused by the 

offender. These proposals may be filed 

also by means of probation and 

mediation officer. 

The agreement on compensation is a 

condition for the suspension of the 

criminal proceeding (when a crime is 

punishable with less than 5 years 

imprisonment). 

Government office for Social and 

Family welfare recommends and 

arranges mediation when children are 

involved. 

 

VICTIMS RESIDENT IN ANOTHER 

MEMBER STATE 

 

The Slovakian law does not take into 

account the place of residence and 

nationality of an injured party in the 

definition of their rights. Victims have 

the same rights regardless of their place 

of residence, this includes claim for 

compensation of damage, rights to 

interpretation and free legal aid, etc. 

In Slovakia, if the aggrieved party does 

not understand the official language, 

he/she has right to interpretation in the 

interview and has also right to 

translation. They may be interrogated 

by means of technical devices 

designated for the transmission of audio 

and video. 

If the aggrieved party paid for 

translation, he/she can claim for 

compensation from the accused. 

In case the criminal act was committed 

in a Member State other than state of 

residence, the victim has the right to 

submit a criminal complaint to a 

competent authority in his/her state of 

residence. Interviews can take place by 

video conference. 

 

INDIVIDUAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND 

VULNERABLE GROUPS 

 

Individual assessment and the 

satisfaction of special needs exist only 

in the form of witness protection 

measures in Slovakia. 

Law does not impose any special 

procedures for assessment of specific 

protection needs for a victim. 

 

TRAINING OF PRACTITIONERS  

 

In Slovakia, every practitioner involved 

in criminal proceedings is in contact 

with victims and they have to attend 

trainings to improve their capacity and 



 
 
skills to attend victims. Trainings and 

workshops are organized by the Judicial 

Academy of Slovakia (judges and 

prosecutors) and the Police Academy.  

The participation in seminars and 

trainings is compulsory in the 

preparation for judicial examinations, 

before judges and prosecutors are 

appointed to their functions. 

Lecturers are invited from among 

experienced judges, prosecutors and 

Police officers, psychologists, 

psychologists for children, criminology 

experts, among others. 

There are only few Police units and 

Public Prosecutions Service 

departments specialized in the area of 

hearing minor aged victims and women 

victims of domestic violence. 

 

COOPERATION AND COORDINATION 

OF SERVICES 

 

There is not central data basis for 

exchange of information between 

governmental and NGOs involved in 

victim support.  

Major part of information is available to 

the Ministry of Interior; also the 

Ministry of Labour, Social and Family 

Affairs has collected some information 

regarding NGOs, some of them have the 

Ministry of Justice and the General 

Prosecutor’s Office. Government 

Council for Prevention of Crime 

coordinates a certain level of 

cooperation between governmental 

departments and NGOs.  

However, there is a good coordination 

in victims of trafficking. The National 

Program of the Fight against Trafficking 

in Human Beings and the Program for 

the Support and Protection of Victims of 

Trafficking in Human Beings represent 

good basis of coordination and 

cooperation. 

 

 

The information contained in this Factsheet 

was retrieved from interviews conducted under 

Project IVOR with experts and from the 

National Report of Project Protecting Victims’ 

Rights in the EU: the theory and practice of 

diversity of treatment during the criminal trial 

(available at  

http://www.victimsprotection.eu/). 

 

More information at www.apav.pt/ivor  
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